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ﬁy the end of the fighting in New Ulm, the U.S.—Dakota War of 1862 had taken a heavy toll on the town.
More than 50 settlers had been killed and 36 wounded, along with an unknown number of Dakota. In addition, at
least 190 of the town’s 258 buildings had been destroyed, most by fire.

Over time, some of the surviving buildings fell into disrepair, some were demolished to meet changing real estate
needs, others suffered damage in natural disasters such as the tornado of 1881, and still others fell victim to
subsequent fires. Today in New Ulm, only seven structures remain from the period before the war. Though a

few are largely unchanged, others have been modified or disguised by modernization.
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