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Minnesota in 1862. 
Detail of map from 

“Through Dakota Eyes” 
(Minnesota Historical 

Society Press).
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U.S.–Dakota War of 1862
 August 18, 1862 War begins at the Redwood (Lower 

Sioux) Agency, led by Taoyateduta 
(Little Crow).

	 August	19−25	 Attacks	on	New	Ulm	and	Fort	
Ridgely;	New	Ulm	is	evacuated.	
Sibley	is	appointed	to	command	
troops and scouts.

	 September	1–2	 Battle	of	Birch	Coulee.

	 September	23	 Battle	of	Wood	Lake.

	 September	26	 Captives	are	released	and	some	of	
the	Dakota	who	had	been	fighting	
surrender	at	Camp	Release.		

	 September	28	 Military	trials	begin	for	Dakota	who	
had	fought.

	 October	24	 Sibley	moves	his	camp,	along	with	
all	Dakota	prisoners,	from	Camp	
Release to the Redwood Agency.

	 November	4	 Trials	end;	303	Dakota	are	
sentenced to death.

	 November	7–13	 Removal	of	1,658	noncombatant	
Dakota	to	Fort	Snelling.

	 November	9−10	 Sibley	moves	those	sentenced	to	
South	Bend	near	Mankato.

	 December	6	 Number	of	Dakota	sentenced	to	
be	executed	is	reduced	to	40	by	
authorization	of	President	Lincoln.

	 December	26	 38	Dakota	are	executed	by	hanging	
at	Mankato.

	 Spring,	1863	 Forced	exile	of	most	Dakota	from	
Minnesota	begins.

	 1863–	 Battles	between	some	Dakota	and	
U.S.	military	forces	continue	for	
years in the West.
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