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In furtherance of the Minnesota River Valley National Scenic Byway 
mission, we continued in 2009 to distribute our Visitor Guides at a 
host of sites. The Alliance began discussion on our next visitor guide’s 
format and content, which will be on our plate as a 2010 project. 
This year we also updated our Minnesota River Valley National 
Scenic Byway six-minute video from a VCR format to a more user-
friendly DVD format, and plan to add the video to our website:                                
www.mnrivervalley.com.

During 2009, a number of Alliance members were able to take 
advantage of available training opportunities. In April 2009, Ron 
Bolduan attended a Regional Scenic Byway conference in Omaha, 
NE. Alliance members Jean Hallberg and Terri Dinesen attended the 
National Scenic Byway Conference in Denver, CO in August. Joining 
them was Jenifer Fadness, who became a Byway staff member in 
January. Kristi Fernholz (Byway coordinator) and Terri Dinesen 
attended the State Byway Conference held in Walker, MN in October. 
It is always worthwhile for our Byway to attend training seminars and 
take advantage of educational opportunities to see what other byways 
are up to. 

New Ulm was selected for the Byway’s 2009 Fam (familiarization) 
Tour and was hosted by Terry Sveine, New Ulm Chamber Director 
and Alliance member. The theme was the US – Dakota Conflict of 
1862. Terry lead a tour of New Ulm battle sites. The walking tour had 
over twenty people, many of whom are from a very knowledgeable 
Wood Lake Battlefield visitor group.

The struggle is over: the interpretive panels are finished! All of the 
fifteen panels and frames are fabricated, and most are installed and 

Terry Sveine leads 
the Fam Tour of 

battle sites in 
New Ulm.

Several Alliance 
members work on 

the installation 
of the Gilfillan 

Interpretive Panel.
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ready for viewing by the traveling public. This is an accomplishment 
to cherish. Great job, Byway Alliance members! You can see the 
images of the panels highlighted in this year’s calendar.

The Gilfillan site near Redwood Falls was selected for our Interpretive 
Panel dedication ceremony in September. We were able to piggyback 
onto Gilfillan’s Fall Festival, and its central location provided easier 
access for Byway members. It was an excellent choice with a receptive 
audience. 
  
Guest Speakers in attendance were:

Mark Anderson, Minnesota Scenic Byway Coordinator
Dave Vogel, Southern Minnesota Tourism Regional Manager
Gary Revier, Redwood Falls Mayor and Local Historian
Dennis Frederickson, Minnesota State Senator, District 21

All of the speakers did a great job of welcoming the new additions 
to the Byway experience, and we appreciate their participation at the 
event. It was an all-around good experience!

The event also presented the first opportunity to apply our new 
removable Scenic Byway tattoos to willing recipients. The tattoos, 
along with face painting, were well received by the children in 
attendance, who were probably inspired by how great the tattoos 
looked on the Alliance members!

During 2009, we continued dispensing the colorful Scenic Byway 
pins and selling the 20-minute Byway DVD. Along with the visitor 
guides, these marketing tools instill an appreciation and awareness of 
what this 287-mile Minnesota River Valley National Scenic Byway 
has to offer our valued visitors.

   Respectfully submitted,

   Ron Bolduan
   President, MRVSBA

Alliance members 
and Guest Speakers 
at the Gilfillan 
Interpretive Panel 
Unveiling Ceremony.

The children in 
attendance were 
especially fond of the 
face painting and 
temporary tattoos.



Big Stone County Historical Society Museum
Located at US Hwy 12/75 in Ortonville
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
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20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

December 2009
S M T W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28

February 2010

January  2010

7 Chamber Annual 
Meeting on the 
Boardwalk - Sleepy 
Eye

9 Tigers Baseball 
Dinner/comedy show 
- Henderson

16 Marcoux Corner at the 
‘52 Wing - Appleton

16 Winter Fundraiser 
Concert - Dawson

21 Orphan Trains 
Historian Renee 
Wendinger - New Ulm

23 4th Annual Chili Fest 
- Montevideo

24 Nicollet County 
Historical Society 
Annual Meeting at 
Gustavus Adolphus 
College - St. Peter

30 Annual Chamber 
Banquet w/ Music 
by Jerry Ostensoe - 
Granite Falls

30-2/7 Ole & Lena Days - 
Granite Falls



Big Stone National Wildlife Refuge
Located at US Hwy 75/MN Hwy 7 near Odessa



The Minnesota River Valley National Scenic Byway
888.463.9856     www.mnrivervalley.com

1 2 Groundhog Day 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 Lincoln's B-Day 13

14 Valentines Day 15 President's Day 16 17 18 19 20
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28

Notes:
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

January 2010
S M T W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

March 2010

February  2010
Calendar of  
Byway Events

1-7 Ole & Lena Days - 
Granite Falls

5-6 Winterfest Weekend - 
Dawson

6 Fire Department Eskimo 
Days - Henderson

7 Sportsmen’s Club Ice 
Fishing Contest - Sleepy 
Eye

8-12 Winterfest - Ortonville

10 Sheldon Theater Brass 
Band at the ‘52 Wing - 
Appleton

13 31st Annual Arctic Open 
Golf Tournament - 
Ortonville

13 Fasching (German 
Mardis Gras) - New Ulm

13 Bock Fest - New Ulm

20 “The Dams of the 
Upper Minnesota River 
Watershed” by Chris 
Domeier, DNR Fisheries - 
Montevideo

20 Concert Series “Ten 
O’clock Classics” - 
Redwood Falls



Plover Prairie  &  Chippewa Prairie Nature Conservancy Preserves
Plover Prairie is located along US Hwy 75 south of Odessa
Chippewa Prairie is located along Chippewa County Hwy 30 south of Appleton
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1 2 3 4 5 6
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14 Daylight Savings 15 16 17 St. Patrick's Day 18 19 20 Vernal equinox

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 Passover 31

Notes:
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28

February 2010
S M T W Th F Sa

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

April 2010

March  2010
Calendar of  
Byway Events

6 Friends of Rush 
River Park Dance - 
Henderson

6 2010 Women’s 
Conference - 
Montevideo

9 Cantus - Dawson

12-14 Farm Show - New 
Ulm

17 St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade - St. Peter

18-21 Camper & Outdoor 
Show - New Ulm

20 St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade - Benson

20-21 17th Annual Sports 
& Leisure Show - 
Ortonville

20-21 KLGR Home Show - 
Redwood Falls

26-27 KSCR/KBMO Farm, 
Home & Sports Show 
- Benson

26-28 Home Show - New 
Ulm

28 Granite Art Council 
Event - Granite Falls



Olof Swensson Farm Museum
Located along Chippewa County Hwy 15 southeast of Montevideo
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1 April Fool's Day 2 Good Friday 3

4 Easter 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 Taxes Due 16 17

18 19 20 21 Admin Assist Day 22 Earth Day 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Notes:
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

March 2010
S M T W Th F Sa

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

May 2010

April  2010
Calendar of  
Byway Events

16-17 Heritage Hill Spring 
Swap Meet - 
Montevideo

17 Border Water Opener - 
Ortonville

18 Concert Series “Boston 
Brass” - Redwood Falls

23-25 Pioneer Power Flea 
Market - LeSueur

24 Maud Hart Lovelace’s 
Birthday Party at 
Betsy’s House - 
Mankato



Yellow Medicine County Historical Museum
  Located along MN Hwy 67 in Granite Falls
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1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 Mother's Day 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 Memorial Day Notes:

© 2009 Vertex42 LLC

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

April 2010
S M T W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

June 2010

May  2010
Calendar of  
Byway Events

1 Border Walleye 
Challenge - Ortonville

1 Mai Fest at Morgan 
Creek Vineyard - New 
Ulm

8 MTT Minnesota 
Tournament Trail - 
Ortonville

14 Inland Water Opener - 
Ortonville

16 Syttende Mai 
Celebration - Milan

17 Syttende Mai - Benson

20 Chamber Golf 
Invitational - Benson

26 Ramsey Park Jamboree 
- Redwood Falls

28-31 Fort Ridgely Historic 
Site opens for the 
season

29 E. St. Julien Cox House 
Opens - St. Peter

31 Memorial Day Program 
- Henderson



Rudi Memorial
Located along Renville County Hwy 12 south of Sacred Heart
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1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 Flag Day 15 16 17 18 19

20 Father's Day 21 June Solstice 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

Notes:
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

May 2010
S M T W Th F Sa

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

July 2010

June  2010
Calendar of  
Byway Events

5 Lawn Party at the 
R.D. Hubbard House - 
Mankato

5 Celebrate Clinton Day - 
Clinton

6 Open House at the Fort 
Ridgely Historic Site

11 Redwood Community 
Parade - Redwood Falls

11-13 Lower Sioux Pow Wow - 
Morton

14 Pioneerland Band 
Festival & Annual Flag 
Day Parade - Benson

17-19 Town & Country Days - 
Arlington

18-20 City & Country Days - 
Morgan

18-20 Fiesta Days - 
Montevideo

20 Hartford’s Father’s Day 
Fishing Tournament - 
Ortonville

23-26 Western Fest Stampede 
Rodeo - Granite Falls

25-27 Sauerkraut Days - 
Henderson

25-27 Summer Celebration - 
Fairfax

25-27 Riverfest - Dawson

26 Headwater’s Motorcycle 
Ride Around the Lake - 
Ortonville

26-27 Autofest Car Show - 
New Ulm

27 Unforgettable Tribute to 
Nat King Cole - Dawson



Enestvedt Seed Company
Located along Renville County Hwy 12 south of Sacred Heart
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1 2 3

4 Independence Day 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 Parents' Day 26 27 28 29 30 31

Notes:

© 2009 Vertex42 LLC

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

June 2010
S M T W Th F Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

August 2010

July  2010
Calendar of  
Byway Events
2-4 Toquatennial Days - 

Graceville

4 Patriotic Day at Turner 
Hall - New Ulm

7-11 Fun Days - Danube

8-11 136th Redwood County 
Fair - Redwood Falls

11 Blooming Pretty Garden 
Tour - Mankato, North 
Mankato & Kasota

11 Ice Cream Social - Ottawa

16 Chamber Annual Ag-
Open Golf Tournament 
- Granite Falls

16-18 Bavarian Blast - New Ulm

16-18 Morgan Creek Vineyard 
German Wine Tasting 
Fest - New Ulm

17-18 Kid Day Weekend - 
Benson

18 Music Under the Oaks - 
Ottawa

23-25 34th Franklin Catfish 
Days - Franklin

23-25 36th Annual Couple’s 
Golf - Ortonville

24 LTD Memorial Motorcycle 
Tour - Appleton

28-8/1 Corn Capital Days - Olivia

28-8/1 Scott County Fair - Jordan

29-8/1 Blue Earth County Fair - 
Garden City

29-8/1 Yellow Medicine County 
Fair - Canby

30-8/1 Giant Celebration - 
LeSueur



Skalbekken County Park
Located along Renville County Hwy 10 southwest of Sacred Heart
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 Ramadan begins 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 Aviation Day 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Notes:

© 2009 Vertex42 LLC

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

July 2010
S M T W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

September 2010

August  2010
Calendar of  
Byway Events
1 Corn Capital Days - Olivia

1 Scott County Fair - Jordan

1 Blue Earth County Fair - 
Garden City

1 Yellow Medicine County 
Fair - Canby

1 Giant Celebration - 
LeSueur

1-31 Hummingbird Hurrah - 
Henderson

3-5 Farmfest at Gilfillan 
Estate - Morgan

4-8 Sibley County Fair - 
Arlington

11-13 Chippewa County Fair - 
Montevideo

11-15 Brown County Fair - New 
Ulm

11-15 Nicollet County Fair - St. 
Peter

14 KMS Memorial Ride - 
Franklin

15 Threshing Show - Benson

18-20 Renville County Fair - Bird 
Island

18-22 Swift County Fair - 
Appleton

19-22 LeSueur County Fair - 
LeCenter

20-22 72nd Annual Cornfest - 
Ortonville

22 Irish Festival - Henderson

26-29 Traverse County Fair - 
Wheaton

27-29 Pioneer Power Show - 
LeSueur

27-29 Hummingbird Banding - 
Henderson



Schwandt Memorial
Located along Renville County Hwy 15 south of Sacred Heart



The Minnesota River Valley National Scenic Byway
888.463.9856     www.mnrivervalley.com

1 2 3 4

5 6 Labor Day 7 8 9 Rosh Hashanah 10 11 Patriot Day

12 Grandparents Day 13 14 15 16 17 18 Yom Kippur

19 20 21 22 23 Autumnal equinox 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

Notes:
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

August 2010
S M T W Th F Sa

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

October 2010

September  2010
Calendar of  
Byway Events

3-4 River Blast & Flotilla - 
New Ulm

9-12 Lac qui Parle County 
Fair - Madison

10 Oak Tree Golf Classic - 
Ortonville

11 3rd Annual Rib Fest - 
Benson

11-12 Heritage Days - 
Henderson

16-18 Applefest - Appleton

17-19 Mahkato 38th Annual 
Wacipi Pow Wow - 
Mankato

18 Schell’s Brewery 150th 
Anniversary - New Ulm

18 Old Sod Days - Belview

19 Fall Farm Festival 
at Gilfillan Estate - 
Morgan

25 Redwood Falls Festival 
- Redwood Falls



Morton Monuments
Located along MN Hwy 19 in Morton
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1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 Columbus Day 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 United Nations Day 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 Halloween Notes:

© 2009 Vertex42 LLC

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

September 2010
S M T W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

November 2010

October  2010
Calendar of  
Byway Events

1-2 Oktoberfest - New Ulm

1-3 Meander: Upper MN 
River Art Crawl - 
Ortonville, Appleton, 
Madison, Montevideo & 
Granite Falls

8-9 Oktoberfest - New Ulm

10 St. Joseph’s 150th 
Anniversary Festival - 
Henderson

23 Women of Today 
Holiday Expo - Benson



R. D. Hubbard House
Located at 606 Broad Street in Mankato
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1 2 3 4 5 6

7 Daylight Savings 8 9 10 11 Veterans Day 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 Thanksgiving 26 27

28 29 30

Notes:
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

October 2010
S M T W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

December 2010

November  2010
Calendar of  
Byway Events

5 MN Music Hall of Fame 
Induction - New Ulm

6 Showcase of Hall of 
Fame Musicians - New 
Ulm

6 Women’s Expo - New 
Ulm

13 Christmas Tree 
Lighting - Henderson

19 Christmas by 
Candlelight - Redwood 
Falls

20 Holid-Ice Santa 
Spectacular - Redwood 
Falls

21 Holiday Tour of Homes 
- Redwood Falls

26 Holiday Extravaganza - 
Appleton

26 Parade of Lights 
Downtown - New Ulm

28 Holiday Stroll - Benson



Ottawa Village
Located along LeSueur County Hwy 23 south of LeSueur
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1 2 Chanukkah 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 Dec. Solstice 22 23 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas Day

26 Kwanzaa begins 27 28 29 30 31 New Year's Eve

Notes:
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W Th F Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

November 2010
S M T W Th F Sa

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

January 2011

December  2010
Calendar of  
Byway Events

3 Christmas Candlelight 
Wine Tasting - New 
Ulm

4 Christmas in LeSueur

4 Memories of a 
Hometown Christmas 
- Sanborn

11 Lighted Santa Truck - 
Benson
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